Creative writing from the children of
Jarrow Cross and St Bede’s Schools;
Jarrow, commemorating the eightieth
anniversary of the Jarrow Crusade.

Edited by and with new Jarrow
Crusade poems by Tom Kelly
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Standing Up Together

We might think thar everyone in the northeast of England knows sbout the Jarrow Crusade.
Two hundred unemployed men marched 300 miles to London in October 1936 against the
plight their town found itsclf in, It is rightly a source of local pride and a symbol of the fight of
ordinary people for justice. We cannot assume that everyone does know about it.

This pamphlet came about because of a schools project 1o introduce a new generation of school
children to the Jarrow Crusade. Children learned about the poverty, overcrowding and
malnutrition that the 1930s generation had to face. They found out about the route of the
march and differences between affluent market towns, prospering industrial cities and
depressed coalfields. They were fascinated by the stories of the marchers, their ravels, their
lives and the dog thar followed them on their way.

They looked at how to organise the food, accommodation, banners, petitions and mail. They
then made their own banners and staged their own march.

This all helped ro make sense of an event that is commemorated in public monuments in their
town and its part of their own history, It showed that ordinary people - like them - can make
history and thart the past is about more than kings and queens. Like the early trade unionists,
the suffragentes or the Chartists, the Jarrow marchers were part of a long tradition of ordinary
people standing up together to press for their rights and a more just society. This is an
important thread in history for us all.

Matt Perry




Working on “Who
Were The Marchers’
with Jarrow Schools

Myself, Librarian Carrin Galt and
Historian and Author Matt Perry
worked with two schools on the
Jarrow Crusade 80th Anniversary
Project at Jarrow Library during
February and March, 2016

My task was to have the children
write of how they may have fele
seeing their fathers and grandfathers leaving Jarrow to march to
London and how the rest of their family respanded,

| asked the children ro wrire diary entries, poems and lyrics as if
they were in Jarrow in October 1936.

The diary entries begin from October 5th the day the Crusade left
Jarrow on their epic journey to London.

Here is selection from the children’s work which makes reference to
the Crusade and the imagined lives of children at the time in Jarrow,
They capture the sadness, uncertainty and pride they felt secing their
fathers and grandfathers marching away from Jarrow.

We all really enjoyed working with the schools and it underlined that

we need o remember and tell our children of our history: we look at
the past 1o see the future more clearly.

Tom Kelly

Jarrow Crusade 80th Anniversary
Events

In addition to this pamphler and work in the
schools there will be an exhibition at South Shields
Muscum, Occan Road on the Crusade and Ellen
Wilkinson. It will run from October 10 February
2017.

A sound booth was sct up in Jarrow Library in July
which captured the people of Jarrow’s feelings on
the Crusade. Some of those interviewed had family
connections.,

On October 5th the Mayor of South Tyneside,
Councilor Alan Smith, will hold a celebratory event
at Jarrow’s Town Hall where this pamphler will be
launched.



St Bede’s RC Primary
School, Jarrow

Year 4/5 children were invited to be involved, alongside
local playwright and poet Tom Kelly, Dr. Matt Perry from
Newcastle University and staff from South Tyneside
Libraries, in an exciting project to mark the 80th
anniversary of the Jarrow Crusade.

The Jarrow Crusade was a significant part of the history of
the town and played a major role in shaping how Jarrow is
viewed across the world and how the people of Jarrow
view themselves today. A variety of approaches were used,
Including drama and creative writing, to spark the
children's interest and imagination and to explore their
responses to the Crusade, their heritage and in many cases
their own family history. Amazingly, we discovered both
Grace and Mrs. Hunt had relatives that marched in the
Crusade!

The project included a range of cross-curriculum
activities to find out what Jarrow was like in the past, to

explain why the Crusade happened, to discover maore
about who the marchers were and where they lived and to

discuss how people responded to it at the time and in the
present day. In our final session we marched with our
badges and banners through Jarrow, as you can see in
the photographs.

See 5t Bede's RC Primary 5chool, Jarmow website
Jarrow Crusade Project 2aint Bede's, Jarrow
http:/iwww.st-bedesrcjarrow.s-tyneside sch.uk/year-45-2/

[rear Daary October 1936

[t has been a really lard day in Jarrow:. | lad co light the fee. First 1
cleaned yesterday”™s coal and then put freshocoal on o the graee, | ten pa
some newspapers and lie the fire, [ did this so | could put a pot on the fire
i ke some s for the family,

[ then gon the massive tin bah from the backyard so we could have a bah
in front of the fire.

Savlan Scode

Drear Diary, Octeber 1936

| sen the fre-without nry sister helping. She wever helps. §leel vired and 1
have just been to the toiler in the beckyard and its freezing, [ had o ged
the el from thee back vare somd iy sister was i lelp,

[rs Il nane now and 1'm godng 1o bed sl 1 can see the bugs coming out
the walls. 'l juse have 1o bang on the walls e wake them go nexedoor,
.30 am: I'm helping 1w make breakfase, Avd | have to getohe coal again.
[t"s raining and | feel devastated,

Samede FLirisler,

[rcar Diary October, 1936

Taaday has been o terrible day beesnse | have had o say good-bve 10 my
ol becnuse e has gone o the Jarrow Mareh bur [ am seally proud of
Tiiim.

| had 1o go back home and help (o make the dinner. | chopped up some
earrots and potstoes, lit the fire and was really sad beesuse my sister did
1M fielp,

Fianledle Landlfe

MNewspaper article

Dog Name Vote

Sinee the black dog has joined the mareh they have called hio ko of
teanaes so the poor dog lias no name |

We are going 1o make avote to find o msme for the dog in Northamgpton,
S il vou live there anel of vou woadd ke to vote youare free io.

Flovenee Sockdnle



Dear Dhary - Oetober Sth, 1936

My dad has joancd the Jarrow March and 1 am so
upset. | warched my dad Leave from Jarrow Town Hall.
Thiey are marching to Lomdon, There ane tvo
Iaedred mew walking three inwbred wiles, [ apser
and sad bur hapgy for b, In @ aanch [wall see oy
dad again.

Lily Beeh Meaihews

Dear Dhiary

I's Oeroler Sth 1936 and "o sayving good-bye tomy
dad because he is serring off on the Jarrow March o
London,

A sammy ais Dve beli 1 Gelt renlly socl and (el lonely anel st
aight T eoubdi't sleep so Dwrote a lerer o my dad 1o
see where he was.

Ootober Bih,

| ok a regly froon vy dad, He says he is OK ael
feeling veally tired. | was worsied becanse the weatler
was really bad.

October 3thih

| wses juast grosiong 1 e el iy o gave we a letter
from vy dad saying be was nearly in London_ [ was
happy because e would be in a shelier ad have some
foeid sl ddrink.

Riabdaie Smith

Dear Diary - Seh Oerobes, 1936

Today | helped my nam make the breakfast and then
weenit to the Town Hall io see my dad lesve for the
Jarvorw Crusade, 1 felt really sacl bui he lef o tell the
govermment thar sonsething had ro be done for
Jarwow.

12th October, 1936

I gow a bevter From iy dad and | was excited, Ie soid he
wis really tired el =1 an missang you. | can't wail @
SCE you©.

Eerfr Shalict

Orerober Seh, 1936

My diary:

My dad has not been working for a year but today [ am
Eoing tosee wy father leave on the Jarmow Crossde, |
hawe tesrs vty cown mry fece withy tee chougle of
b nor consing back.

12th October, 1936
S now it has been 2 week since | have seen my fther
shich makes me feel desaetated aned emotonal.

15th Cerober

I hawe just received a lemer so | opencd it with
excitement because | knew it might be from my father,
This iz what he sapd, “Hello doughier. | am doing just
fine 50 there is no need o worry abour me and guess
who [ live seen on the way? Your aune Ellic! She gave
me a drink and then Dwent off w Northampron, Bye.
Lats of love,”

Ewven thwgh | have received & letser | zall feel sed and
worried.

Kot Maepy

Dhetober Sih, 1936

Today is the worst day of my life because wy dad 1
goung tomarch 300 miles o London. Sreangely [ feel
petrified bur proud anthe same dme. My mam docsn’t
think that he will ever conse back apsin, She feels
devastated, protsd and gloomy, Me and i had 2
nightmare.

Dctober Dith-the wexi week

My dad has not returned ver so mam feels like killing
hersell. Today was even worse than the kst day. | want
1 live wath ey sexim for o whele moath sinee oy dad
with the other 19 men marched o London.

Sth November, 1936

D fimally comes back from marching for s month,

Jue Kervigan

Oetober Sl 1936

Afrer helping vo nake breakfaso D went o Jarrow Town
Hall vo watelh my grandfather goon the Jarrow
Crusade, | was waving good-bye and tears were
alrippring dowm wry foce. 1 feel proud beeause he is
urying to el the government thar sometling should Te
done with Jarrow to make it a happier place.

Oeinber 1 26h 1936

Tosday | grow a bester from my grandfagher elling e
where he lad been and how he felt. His lemer nede me
burse ineo tears. [ ran downsoaies wo rell my aomm. She
was amazed.

Meowember Sih, 193 6
Toslary wy grandfather came home by train. It was
ABAZIAS.

Hannah Faye Wyane

Diary Monday, Ceerober Sth, 1936

My granda and dad are leaving our house to go 1o
Jarrowe Town Hall.

For the Jarrow march. [ going to aiizs them, They
saniel you will be fie.

They are walking three hundred ales baric is for a
good reason.

[ am feeling gheomy bu in-between | feel proad of
thewn. For doang it

Oerober 17th

This is a lemer | got today.

Diear child,

Yoo lnewee e 2 very brave whibe we have been gone,
helping our with chores and cooking.

You are very intelligent so | know you can kasta Linde
longer withour us.

Lawe from Dad and Crandsd,

Hetfienie Frlelher



Jarrow Cross C of E Primary
School, Jarrow

Year SWE: Jarrow Crusade Project

The Jarrow Crusade was a significant part of the history
of the town and played a major role in shaping how
Jarrow is viewed across the world and how the people
of Jarrow view themselves today. Year five have been
invited to participate in an exciting project to mark the
80th anniversary of the Jarrow Crusade.

This project will take place for a duration of five weeks,
where the children will carry out a range of engaging
activities.

This page will be updated on a weekly basis, to show
you all of the wonderful things Year five have taken part
in, as well as, samples of the excellent work they've
produced.

See Jarrow Cross C of E Primary School website
http://www. jarrowcross.co.uk/year-5we-jarrow-crusade-
project/

Dyear diary, October Sth, 19356

Today nry daed gor up early aud ran downseairs wo meet his femds in e
street, | was the only one swake out of my brodeers and sisers, Teould
e elimb our of ed because Dwas in the middle of my snoring
brothers. | rodled around wnder the covers and | sell conld nog ger our. |
follorwed the noise of oy dod*s footsteps. His loud stomping boots
walking towards the door. 1 got ous so 1 woke nry brothers up w see
exactly where he was poing, Talsowoke my maan ap and wld her wha
Tneswed, She pur om her panicking faee on anvl ot her clothes off the
rack.

She said tome, “You must wake your brothers and sisters and el them
tliey st get veady to go o down, And get yoursell ready,™ Then she
cried. We managed to ger ot of the house in time,

Al | s was boads of men walking past, olding up banners, chaning,
“larvow Crusade, Jarrow Crusade”™. My dad walked past and blew
kisses to us. | wondered if 1 would see him again,

D clinry, Owvedser, 1200 1986

| have: meor seen iy dead For 5 week now, | am ansazed ar low quier the
house is without im. Wirhour iy dead it is like mking the "baa” from &
sheep or a bark from a dog. 1 just hope [ will see him again.

Drear dinry, Octoder 2000, 19360,

| am o happy becanse yesterday | received a lemer from oy dad relling
e 1 10 worry abous him becanse he is fine. He also mentioned that
he already walked 100 miles. He is getting fed well and in his own
words, T getting oo grobne”.

Aerree fiendher oo
Ovetober Sth, 1936

This i= the day of the Jarrow Crusade, Today, my dad and grandpa walk
all the way v Loidon, the eaparal of England, | warched oy dad walk off
with miy grandpa behind him. | feel very sad b prowd an de same rime.
Now, | need to do all of the housework in place of ny dad. By now he
will e a coupde of miles from de howse,

Nerfewrs Mrrory



Dear Diary 19 October, 1936

I b just heaed o Better from niy dad,

“Hello I am missing you very wnch and 1 want o come
Inoame smcl 1w’ be long. Juse oy aovd wait another few
werks and [ should be back.

Yo still have goe vour mam so make sure yon tell her
that 1 mass her o but neady theee pow,

Just need 1o get o London and get our jobs back,
O 1 fovrgon no vedl vour whar bl way to Lomdon we gor
these really comfortable boots and when you walk it
freels like walking on a new pillow.™

Dot e 1 see oy dacd resting at the: side of tee roed,
I thasugho thar he wis asleep and thea 1 gor excived
becanse itwas nearly time for im o come homne,

M eiir S Loyware

Drear Diary, Monday October Sth, 1936

Ir is the meaorning of the Jarrow Crisade and oy dad is
packing now. | am scared thar my dad mighe be pur in
prison by pariament. Twonder ifhe s coming back.

I wvomeler of e wall eonee back. What ifhe doeso’t? He s
comifident bur 1 wouldn'n coun on i,

He s juest ran oo ihe esor e shoaed, = Bye™ [ ram
out b the marchers were gone. 1 fel so ssd and tha
my dlad was GONE,

Leffyediee Swref

Dhear Diiry, 1936, Sth October.

My dad has just befi for the march which is two hundred
mibes, 1'm feeling sac, happy s scaved. 17m feeling
really sad because Dwon ™t see hin, [m feeling happy
because hes going rojger o job. | think he is feeling sad
ton berause he won't see me but happy because he is
figuting for jobes,

1936, Vit October, Aweek hos pastand 1 sill feel a
it sad because | haven 't seen my dad, | think, well |
lnopee, he is missing me oo,

S Fevnent

Dhear Diary,

Today my dad lefi for the march, he's going to
Loawdon, o told me to look after e louse, [was
really sad thar he lefi b 1" m hapgy thar he”s Gighting
fiora job, sowe can finally buy fisod ! My ninm was
really sad when he lefi as well. Tloved having fun with
him. T ean®t believe noy dad left me in charge of the
honse, how am 1 supposed o ook atier everyome?

1 s whe iy Doy e dn the onise apadt from wy
pranddacl bam he’s voo old to look afier s, 1 hope he
comes back soon, 1 really miss him already.

Ao Sueirerdnel

Drear diary, Sth Oerober.

Ty is the day Thave been thinking about for ages.,
My dad just kel o the Jarrow Crusade, ©am mainly
angry hecanse if it wasn 't for parliament then we
witihdnt have rodo this. The walk wo London is three
bendred miles, so 1 do have my doubis, As the eldest
eluld, Thave to do dads jobs of making e fre, aking
the Puigs o of the wall and much noee, These is a
by on this paper as [ am rying rowrire, In case yoi
are wondering [ am doing my job (that used o be
dadsh of whacking bugs out of the wall. Sorry, got o
go. Byel

Laoidve S

Oictober 5, 1936

It is really hard seeing me dad leave. My dad is
nervous. I'm scared. 1oy dad gets urt or collapses.
I feel like evervthing is going to change. My mam is
eryings, [ ot stand this, Does this leve wo happent?
My dad 15 leaving nooooooo! This is happening oo
erly. Thars all from me.

Niamih Foy:

Dhear Diary,

1z writingg to youn to say that 1 am missing my dad.
1 s sl in case le gets hurt,

1 fiee] happy and sadd an the some time, 1 miss him so
much. | MISS HIM SO MUCH.

He: has boen gone for nearly two weeks. Thoge he

comes back som.

Afer Wikl

Dhear Diary,

U'mn 5o sad becanse my dod has just lefi for London,
| gave: him a good luck charm, a picnire of me as a
baby. And I gave him a bottle of water so he
wonlbdin't be dry. My grondad gave dad some food 1o
Keep linn goang,

1 rma ahend of the marchers and chieered hio oo, 1
sereamed, < Co dad you can do ™.

Carmine Diygelle

Dear Dinry,

1 s wriningg tio youn v inaborma you thae 1 am feeling
extremely emotional tar my dad Tas just gone and
everytliogg is dilferent, T uss hinn already.

T will mew see Tiian For aomonrh and i has oaly been
rwin cdlays and mother was crving last nighe. | oould
hear her ery and pur a brave fwee on it bt it does
naxt work.

Averver Eeoreaive Merwherdf



Drear Diary, Oetober Sth 1936,

My ddad has just lefton the Jarrow Crisade and e has lefi a
better for me.

“My darling Fva,
1 c 5w Ty s has 1m|'-|wwl sy st alier T have st 1y

Job. L am going o a bong march to London ro iy aind ger a
pob. | luiﬁiclnnmmymu for some time. So goodbye from
your dear fther.”

Afver |resd this lemer [did not Kiow Tow 1o feel, Twas
living in 2 nighumare. | could not sleep. Wish me uck.

Chetorber 19th

1 woswder whear will happen wanorvow. My Galer has now
been away for rwo weeks and ['im dmdin,iyr[ingused 1]
biving withous him. I only e had not lose his job. | an
starting o wonder if T will ever sce him again, T wish [ eoold
Frswvee ronwe wintls i, My eantive lifis i= Glling apare.

Iworwder abaour all diis when 1 am in the barh (lucky 1 am the
first 1o go in) becanse |am the eldest,

My wam has received a lemer abou people who have bren
injured on the march. My dad is not on the list.

Era Moriey

[rear Diary, October 4th 1936,

Tomorrow wry ded aned grandfader will be a part of e two
huiwdred i manching wo London, 1"m prowd bur scared
in case something happens o them, 1'm glad nry dad and
grandfather are doing it to iy and bring work to Jarrow,
Thoey winnt v ke care of our Banaly, T know it

Crerober Sl 1930, Mow i is vime o oy dad and
grandbather v leave, they are geming ready now, We are
going o sy bee, 1'm going rowarch them oo my window
becanse [ cannot face the send- off.

Hery Losgiln

Thres somg lyries:
My Dad

Fifeed wa prowd seeing the Sarrow Cresode welbing by
Fvere agerin fdon d waet fim to feave and soy good e
Faveelr fre erenstenyingg Favded o avenr foye ey ik

Tt voes deckely and ol wever ell a e,

Ader Welliam.r

One Day On The March

Marching for the oy we wilf get o way
We e efonsingy ey foar s, et edorys i foenred
Al wwe el e s wfvene e weaeher T bogl
W & eededy sgrondior f dsogoe di devwe fivever
After what we're been through

We e liadin & for feom: S and v

Eisie Tvome

O the March: The First Day

W e ol ool
Lhhere iv no talking
Hear owr el Sl
Frere’s founr weeks fogo
At wwe swne fo dig
A oo dewty rig
Nt pvedve miler hare pase
We frape thhent e dast

Tider Young



Tom Kelly- Eight Jarrow Crusade Poems

Monument

(Jarrow s MEP, Ellen Wilkinson, in the Houwse of
Commons, 1936)

Todkay is mixed with yesterday,
Pathe News becomes flesh and blood,
men with Chardie Chaplin trousers

returning to where they once stood.

In the Jarrow area there is 72 per cent unemploymer,
in Jarvowe Town the percentage nearly 80,

Jarrow muest be made a special case. Jarrow is the viciim
of ruthless rationalisation which is being backed by the
Government.

Unele Johnny gave me his badge,

I see him on the Edgware Road,
marching in rain-soaked Mackintosh
as my tears stick in me throar.

They presented their petition,

Jarrow’s Mayor dropped his heavy chain,
Wasn it defiance, he tokd me,

It was a slip I'd do again.

Is the President of the Board of Trade arcare
that the government s complacency is regarded
throughout the country as an affront to the

natronal conseeence?

Some shed bitter tears, railed,

Ya knaa we've been sold down the Thames,
Juas t0 be move, can tbe just this,

s this fone our story ends?

On Guy Fawkes they came home by train,
knowing their place, third class single,
they gave them cheap suits and cheers

but their pockets didn’t jingle.

In St Paul's Cathedral there is a nemorsal o Si
Christoplier Wren, which reads: “If vou seek a
mosnment look around.”

If the Attorney General wants to see a
HOMen (o e capitalist system that he is so
prowd of. [will take him to Jarrow and show it
tor .

Tom Kelly

Uncle Johnny’s

ON Ty Screen saver

walking down the Edgware Road,
chiselled cheeks, no smile,

he rarely told a joke,

Now I see him laughing,

gums exposed ke salmon,

Auntie Winnie disappears,

free of having 1o care of her "Poor Johnny”,
vinegar clout dasped o his forehead,

cup of cold milky tea in a skeletal hand.

I see vou every day,
the dutful son you never had,
watching you walking into immortality.

Tom Kelly




Joe Symonds Eating
Deprivation

You ralked as il giving a speech,

clear as bell, boud.

Twas vounys, Intimidared.

Tdiedin’n fieed o warinih

losn in a life=time of meetings inchurch halls aomd
Parlinment. | felt vour organisation,

nrot Lowe unil you spoke of Jarrow in the 300,
deprivation you wished vou conbd have eaten.

Tom Kelly

Paddy Scullion

In your daughter’s home,

sonnetime in the eardy 700,

warm, like vou.

Your tale neatly and passionatedy wold,
a toby jug propped-up,
Eeeanming as vou mold your story

T the npiteetith rinee,

*Jarvow was a prison; all it needed was the walls.”

Yonir bove of others” outshinimg the fire,

Tom Kelly

Jock Hanlon

1 aear vour Jarmmv-Seoaish yuice
i o sreet, Vo lived nest door,
Dl said, “Thear"s Jock Hanbon.™
Ao ol pride aond the untouchable,

a [l s of hardship, a caring man,

Inever spoke .

Tom Kefty

Alderman Thompson

seemed as il e would Doar away,
hesitant as a clock muming eut of barery,
Unieertain, desperate not to offend,

e sy the righi things,

The: mighit was cuning in,

Llefi like the marchers,

meot sure whiat vo sy or feel,

Tom Kelly

Uncle Johnny's
Crusade Suit

“They grarve: s suits thar we all tried o sell o the pawn.

Tlvere was soomany i Jarrow wee haed o goow ot of the wosn,”™

You are on the ferry 1o Howdon,
With a friend. Maybe two,

Thee: sunin is wenppeed i brown papeer,

Acigarette souck inyour fingers.,

Your eves prowl te Tyne,
looking for something.

Tom Kelly
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